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Or·gan·ic Dis·ci·ple·ship 

verb.    1.    The process by which an older Christian imparts wisdom, encouragement 
and strength to develop maturity in a younger Christian. 

 

John 13v34-35: 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, just as I have 

loved you, you also are to love one another.   
By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” 
 
 
I. Ice Breaker (Sharing) 
 
 
II. Devotion (given by Kathryn George) 
 
I Corinthians 7:17, 20 
 
17 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and 
to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 20 Each 
one should remain in the condition in which he was called. 
 
Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called. 
(King James Version) 
 
Charles Spurgeon writes… 
 
“Beloved, it is not the office, it is earnestness, it is not position, it is 
grace which will enable us to glorify God. Turn to the bible, and you will 
find the most menial forms of labour connected either with most daring 
deeds of faith, or with persons whose lives have been illustrious for 
holiness. Therefore be not discontented with your calling. Whatever God 
has made your position, or your work, abide in that. Fill your present 
sphere to His praise, and if He needs you in another He will show it to 
you.” 
 
Eve wanted a life that she didn’t have, she believed the lie that she had not 
been given all that she needed. 
 
How many times do we belittle our role, position, situation to ourselves, 
believing that if we had her life, or her job, or her husband or family that 
we might be more able to live a life that glorifies our Lord. 
 
Let’s dig down in our current lives and “fill our present sphere to His 
praise”, knowing full well that when He wants us somewhere else He will 
take us there. 
 



Questions: 
 

1. How do you describe  your “life” at this moment? What are your roles 
and spheres of influence? 

 
 
 

2. Do you long for something different? Can we reconcile those desires 
with this mandate to abide where we are? 

 
 
 
 
 
III. Five Ingredients of Discipleship (Anne Ortlund, Love Me with Stubborn 

Love) 
 
 
1. Review 
 A. Ingredient 1, Worship 
 

We want our time to be Christ-centered and not “each-other 
centered” 

 
Ideas for implementing worship through songs, psalms, praising 
the names of God, adoring God through the alphabet 

 
 B. Ingredient 2, Studying the Word 
   
  What should we study: 
   

First things first… if you’re not getting it, your not giving it.   
 
This should be simple, something taken from your own quiet 
times, going through a book of the Bible, using notes from a 
previous discipleship relationship, going verse by verse through 
different passages (Lifestyle, faith, suffering, marriage, attitude, 
exhaltation of Christ) 

 
 
 
2. Sharing & Prayer 
 

Encourage the sharing to be heart issues, not praying for your 
dog’s flea problem. Let one or two in the group pray right after 
each one shares, while the needs are fresh in minds. 

 
Colossians 3:12-14: "Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and 
forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.  
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on 
love, which binds them all together in perfect unity." 



 
 

Disciple groups or relationships have to include sharing and praying 
for one another, and the quality of these is crucial. What do you 
share? How do you pray? 
In the name of "openness and honesty" too often we share our sins 
without guilt or repentance and then we even make excuses for 
each other: "I'm so worried about my finances" (Php. 4:6: "Do not 
be anxious about anything"); "I’ve been so busy lately" (Mt. 11:28: 
"Come unto Me... and rest," which includes obedience to get out of 
the rat race).... 
And then we pray soothing, feel-good prayers ("Lord, give her 
peace;" "Lord,help her get her stuff done") -- and everybody goes 
away unchanged. 

 
God teaches gutsy love: "Correct, rebuke and encourage -- with 
great patience and careful instruction" (2 Ti. 4:2). This takes much 
prayer -- before, after, and during! 

 
"I just couldn't get to quiet times this week...." Which is your 
response: "Oh, I'm so sorry! I'll pray for you next week" or "Well, 
we're all just human..."? 

 
When the Spirit writes "Live in peace with each other" He's not 
saying, "Be wimpy, it's okay." His next sentence is, "Warn those 
who are idle; encourage the timid; help the weak; be patient with 
everyone" (2 Th. 5:13,14). 

 
And Paul writes in Colossians 1:28, "We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching 
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ." 
Hate sin! Love Christ and each other! 
 
 

A small group must be the same -- centered around God -- and one way to make 
that happen is not only talking about Him but to Him. There must be lots of 
prayer! 
 
How can each group prayer have variety? 
 
Well, when one person has shared a personal concern, one or two can pray for 
that person on the spot. 
 
If some church, school or world situation is being discussed, the leader can say, 
"How about somebody pray about that right now?" 
 
Sometimes have silent prayer (suggest the topic: maybe worship or maybe 
intercessory for missionaries they each know.) 
 
If some aren't used to praying out loud, take a little time to have them write out 
their prayers and then have each one read them. It will get them used to the 
sound of their own voice in prayer. 
Praying in unison is unifying! -- use the Lord's prayer, or read together from 
prayer books or hymn books. 
 



When everyone is used to praying out loud, sometimes pray around the circle, 
each one praying for the one on his right, or on his left. 
 
But be sure some of your praying gets beyond your group: pray for pastors, 
churches, government leaders, missionaries, persecuted Christians in hard 
places....Sometimes change your prayer postures.   Make sure the Lord is the 
center of your group! 
 
 
3. Accountability 
 
Accountability is often associated with some bad habit you need to break.  And 
it is great for that but it is something we ought to be doing for each other to 
help us realize our God given dreams and goals. 
 

Accountability is what puts guts into a small group! Every Christian has dreams 
and longings, but if those stay bottled up inside they'll probably die unrealized. 
Asking an intimate few who love you and pray for you to hold your feet to the fire 
is a powerful step toward achievement. 
 
This is a voluntary relationship however, but by placing ourselves in 
discipleship relationships we are seeking to be accountable to one another.  
Thus, making it a priority to encourage, love, pray for, hold up and admonish 
one another.  We need to take into account, the full spectrum of what it means 
to be accountable to one another. 


